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CONFIDENTIAL LISBON 1844 

DEPT PLEASE PASS TREASURY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ECON, EAID, EFIN, PO, FA, VE 

SUB J : PORTUGUESE CONSORTIUM LOAN: VENEZUELA AND JAPAN 

1 . VENEZUELAN AMBASSADOR TODAY, MARCH 8, INFORMED ME HIS 
GOVERNMENT WILL PARTICIPATE IN CONSORTIUM AND WAS AWAITING 
OFFICIAL REQUEST FROM USG. I EXPLAINED THAT CIRCULAR 
INSTRUCTION TO EMBASSIES IN CAPITALS OF POTENTIAL PARTI- 
CIPANTS WAS PRESENTLY BEING DRAFTED AND WOULD PROBABLY BE 
OUT WITHIN A WEEK. HE SEEMED SATISFIED WITH THIS AND DID 

NOT AGAIN RAISE QUESTION OF PERSONAL LETTER FROM PRESIDENT 
CARTER. 

2. JAPANESE AMBASSADOR TELLS ME GOJ MAY NOT BE QUITE AS 
NEGATIVE AS FIRST TREASURY SOUNDINGS INDICATE. HE HAD HEARD 
PRESIDENT CARTER INTENDS TO SEND PRIME MINISTER FUKUDA A 
LETTER, AND UNDERSCORED LETTER S IMPORTANCE. HE HIMSELF 
HAS SENT A REPORT TO TOKYO FAVORING PARTICIPATION BUT 
ADMITS HIS INFLUENCE IS LIMITED BY GEOGRAPHICAL 
REALITIES. HE THOUGHT STEADY PRESSURE FROM USG WOULD BE 
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THE MOST EFFECTIVE WAY TO GET GOJ TO PARTICIPATE. HE 
TOO NOTED THAT OFFICIAL APPROACH HAD NOT BEEN MADE BUT 
I TOLD HIM ONE WOULD PROBABLY BE FORTHCOMING WITHIN 
A WEEK. 
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